ST. ANDREW’S MESSAGE

Our Mission Statement – “Inspiring Change by following Jesus”
St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Phone: 914-962-9564
Email: saint.andrew@verizon.net Website: www.standrewsyorktown.com

Click below to see the latest addition of
mini church videos on
St. Andrews webpage
May 3 Service 10 a.m. via Zoom *
May 10 Service 10 a.m. via Zoom *
Mother’s Day

May 14 Council Mtg. at 7 p.m. via Zoom
May 17 Service 10 a.m. via Zoom *
May 24 Service 10 a.m. via Zoom *
May 31 Service 10 a.m. via Zoom *
* click join Sunday zoom service link below

Time: Apr 26, 2020 10:00 AM Eastern
Every week on Sun,
Meeting ID: 894 9862 5665
Password: 455705

Service on Sunday
10:00 a.m.
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Your Prayers are requested for those:
In Need
Daniel King

Warren Ludvigsen

Hospitalized or recuperating
Kitty Badalamenti
Kathy DeMaio
Julia Feile
Ingrid Frank

Bill Hamm
Joseph Knapp, Sr
Anne Latino

Linda Louie
Patricia McGregor
Robin Muller

Nicole Safron
Gemma Small
Donna Shores

Wrestling with long-term health issues
Massimo Berardelli
Bill & Joan Borkowsky
Nancy Calandra
Andrea Cummings
Alessandro Cuniberti
Kim Dary

Debbie Dubois
Doug Dubois
Joanna Falcone
Judy Gordon
Vivian Hyde
Mike Lekhmus

Roseann Lella

Maria Quas

Karen Livingston Bernardo Edith Raspuzzi

Mary Kay McNamee
Helen O’Brien
Lucille Oricchio
Liz Printz

Samantha Shores
Tony Susi
Brad Wheeler
Lisa Wheeler

Facing life’s challenges
Adama Bamba
Alyssa Billingsley
Devon Crispell

Dominic Enriguez
Eric Enriguez
Mark Graff, Jr. & Family

Paul Kristoffersen
Joanne Sayler
Sean and Sarah Prinz The Small Family
Ann Robertiello
Tom Tillistrand

Nathan & Rebecca Irwin-Diehl

Mourning the passing of
Michael Galea
Karen Haaland-Weyand
Edward V. Rohle
Lazzaro Peter Pellegri
Donna Scimia
Henry Kulick

Gregorio Guerra
Deniece Clancy
Phil C. Novak
Cherelle Browning
Willie Quas
Gjina Bujaj

John Gordon
Mark Graff
Jean Farrell
David Diehl
Doug Knowles
Bruno Rohle

Gladys Rohle
Jackiel Diehl
Mary Sue Kasten

Restricted to home/nursing facilities
Ed Gavard

Norlene McAuliffe

Mary Shepard

Serving in the Armed Forces
Randy Bacon
Daniel Bendetti
Brandon Cintron
Paul Fosse Jr.

Gregory Gonzalez
Kenneth Holman
Michael Lawless

Anthony Lawrence
Randal Middleton
Will O’Brien

Our Missionaries

Michael J. Tillistrand
Alex Wood
Jayson Zuluaga

Residents of Jan Peek House

Dr. Stephen J. and Jodi Swanson

Please call or email the office to place someone
on or remove someone from the Prayer List.

Bishop

Thank you.

Rev. Paul Egensteiner
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Thoughts on returning to worship at St.
Andrew’s Church,

Family groups can be spread out enabling strict social distancing. An online
reservation system can be created (like
an evite) to ensure that a certain number
of family groups can be accommodated.

I do not use the language of
“reopening” our church because we
have never been closed. The doors may
be closed but the church is still very
much in operation. The Old Testament
book of Nehemiah tells the story of the
Jewish people coming out of the exile
and rebuilding the city of Jerusalem.
One fascinating part of the story is
where Nehemiah lists all the people
working next to each other. Each family
and group working next to one another
to repair the walls, rebuilding the Temple
and repair everything that was broken.

As we worshipped before the shutdown was enacted, our opening services would be “contactless.” Physical
contact through handshaking, pass the
offering plate and the passing of the
peace can be eliminated. There are
even safe and contact-free ways to participate in communion by using prepackaged communion juice and wafer
kits which we have already ordered.
Once further deemed safe, we can
suspend these measures and revert to
some of our more traditional methods of
“doing” church. Church may look and
feel different for a while. I am sure the
city of Jerusalem before the exile and
after its repair looked different. Before
the exile, during and after, God was worshipped, people forgiven and welcomed.
Our community will be fine, before the
pandemic, during the shut down and after-we are a people worshipping God,
being forgiven and welcoming others.

Sometime in the (hopefully) near future we will come out of our pandemic
exile. Our building has not been destroyed so the physical work is minimal.
We will need to rethink how we do our
worship services for a while. No one is
sure of when a social “reopening” will
happen. So we have begun to put together some plans not knowing the date
or even the season.

See you online, Pr. Dave

It seems likely that the reopening of
the economy and the return to workplaces will happen gradually. Therefore, I imagine our reopening happening in stages as well. Stage one, would allow
smaller groups of people to gather. We
can put together multiple worship services, perhaps a bit shorter than usual to
accommodate only 20 or 30 people.
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The Garden of Hope
The Garden of Hope is open!!!
Repeat - the Garden of Hope is open.
A few details for gardeners:
1) Although the property is on the market we will get another growing season
in. As you can imagine there is a
greater need than ever in our communities for this produce. In the fall, after
the final harvest, the Garden will be
moving to a bigger and better piece of
land. More specifics about this will be
announced later.
2) To keep it simple - everyone that
gardened last year will get the exact
same row they had last year. I will be
going out this week to re-number the
rows but everyone knows where they
gardened last year so just stick with
that. If there is a desire to change or
expand your rows just let me know
and I'll set it up.
3) All the same rules apply except:
bring your own tools and take them
home with you. Obviously practice social distancing while you are there
which should not be a problem at all.
The property is big enough for everyone to keep busy in their own row and
to chat at a safe distance. We are looking into a SignUp Genius doc to schedule participants as the weather gets
warmer but for now I don't think that's a
deterrent from going to work in the garden now.

5) There is some general maintenance that needs to be done. John and
Bob are putting together a document
laying this out. In the meantime I suggest starting to prepare the soil for
your plantings. It looks to be chilly the
next couple weeks so I suggest doing
prep now with an eye to actually planting in May.
Here are a couple articles about why
gardening right now is a fantastic Rx for
the blues many of us are experiencing.
Please enjoy.
10 Mental Health Benefits of Gardening
8 Surprising Health Benefits of Gardening

(the financial benefits here accrue to the
families in need. I believe we receive
spiritual currency (grace, mitzvah, karma, etc.) in the giving.)

If you have any questions please feel
free to reach out to Rev. Paul Tesshin
Silverman, 914.923.5049, directly. In the
meantime, weather permitting, let's get
out there and get our hands dirty.

4) If you want your row tilled for you,
Bob Giordano has graciously volunteered to do this for you. Just let us
know.
4

Message form our Bishop- Breathe
Go to a place where you are appropriately
socially distanced from others. Make sure
no one with the virus has been there for
the past three hours. Take off your mask.

risen and I’m dead,” I’d say on Easter
Sunday. Holy Week and Easter Sunday
have a way of exhausting us even in the
best of times. And these are not the best
of times. Certainly not the easiest.

Now, breathe.
So, breathe. Here we are, on the other
side of Holy Week and Easter Sunday. I
Go ahead, do it again. Really fill your
have been so thankful for your commitlungs. Feel your breath both rooting you
ment and innovation, all motivated by your
and lifting you at the same time. Feel your pastoral hearts, as you find new ways to
ribs front and back expand with the inshare yourselves and the Gospel with
hale.
your people.
But there’s a danger here. Every year for
On your next breath, see if you can make a few years now, Marianne and I took the
the duration of the inhale, the pause in
week after Easter as vacation. We had
between and the duration of the exhale all planned to do the same this year but,
the same. Do that a few times.
since we can’t go anywhere, we decided
to put it off. So I’m working. It doesn’t feel
so bad because I was not immersed in
When was the last time you did that?
worship planning and presiding over the
When was the last time, in the midst of
past week.
the demands of ministry and figuring it out
all over again in these stressful times, you
stopped to just take a healthy, fearless
But what about you? I’m worried that, bebreath? To pause? To just be?
cause it feels like we’re under-functioning
One of my fellow bishops whom I respect (no meetings, no visits, no in-person worship, etc.) we have a tendency to comnot only for this theological integrity but
pensate and over-function. How, sitting at
also his sharp wit sent a message to his
pastors on Easter Sunday evening: Jesus home or alone in our offices, can we
“validate” our existence and paycheck?
already died for the Church. You don’t
Why, by working harder, of course!
have to.
But you’re already working harder, just on
a normal day!

That’s funny and convicting all at the
same time. I had a similar way of putting
that when I was in the parish. “Jesus has
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Again, breathe. Remember the first
commandment: No other gods before
God. That includes us. Don’t try to elbow God out with your busyness. Not
from the lives of the people you serve
and not from your own life. I encourage
you as your bishop to just stop. (I would
compel you but I don’t think I have that
authority. If you think I do, then I compel you!)

Breathe.

You get the idea. Maybe you can start a
new habit of self-care in the midst of this
crisis. Because, come on, do you really not
have time? This situation, which I had
hoped would be over in a matter of weeks,
looks like something with which we will be
dealing for a long time. In short, it’s a marathon, not a sprint. And when we can get
back, slowly, to more normal functioning,
your people will need you. Taking care of
yourself is taking care of them and that’s
what you committed to in your ordination
vows.

It’s the week after Easter. Give yourself
a break. And if that makes you feel like
a slacker, remember Jesus often went
off by himself to rest with his Father and
be renewed. Ministry is demanding!
Take a nap in the afternoon. Turn off at
least one method of communication for
a day. Here’s a radical suggestion: Take
two days off in a row! What will you do?
Do a puzzle. Work in the garden. Get an
e-book or audiobook out of the library,
your favorite kind. Take a really long
walk. With your phone off! Or leave it
home! Binge watch TV. Subscribe to a
streaming service like Netflix or Hulu so
you can find out why the heck everyone’s talking about “Tiger King.” You
can always cancel it when this is over.
Listen to a podcast, either the one you
already subscribe to with the episodes
stacking up or a new one. Exercise!
There are lots of online resources for inhome fitness. Write a letter. Take a
nap. (Did I mention that already? Then
take another one!) Explore a new spiritual discipline or renew a forgotten or
neglected one.

Besides, Jesus already died for the Church.
You don’t have to.
Lay leaders, if you are reading this message (and I hope you are), I would say two
things to you: First, feel free to take any of
the above to heart for yourself. It works for
any of us at any time. Secondly, in a spirit
of mutual care and being the Body of Christ
together, make sure your pastor and other
leaders are taking care of themselves.
They really love you and want to be there
for you. But these are times that put extra
pressure on an already challenging calling.
A gentle reminder, expressed in love, can
make a huge difference.
We are Easter people. We believe in a God
of new life and resurrection. And we don’t
have to be dead to experience that!
Sometimes we just have to stop. Calm
down. Close our eyes.
And breathe.
Yours in the risen Christ,
Bishop Egensteiner
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CHURCH COUNCIL

May Highlights
•

•

•

Council discussed some possible protocols for
reopening worship services and meetings while
also realizing any reopening is dependent upon
decisions made by federal, state, and local officials as well as our Synod.

David Hamm submitted an application to Chase
Bank for a Paycheck Protection Program loan
(CARES Act) on behalf of St. Andrew’s. As of
our Council meeting on April 16, no decision
had been made and funds for the program were
exhausted. We have received word that our application is still in the process for approval and
may be considered when funds are available.
Thank you to 20 New online givers! Thank
you to all who continue to send in their offerings.
Even though we are not worshipping and meeting together physically at our
building, St. Andrew’s work and
mission are ongoing, as are our
expenses.
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Pastor
Dave Dockweiler
Council Members
Linda Bohlk - President
Judith Bailey-Hung -V Pres.
Rita Nehmzow -Secretary
David Hamm -Treasurer
Tim Clark
Dominic Justo
Kristine Kallesten
Dora Morabito
Lynn Parliman
Steve Scalzi
Dale Sharp
Financial Secretary
Margaret Hauck
Nominating Committee
Kathy DeMaio
Sue Epting
Rob Granfors
Carol Holodak
Judy Jakubik
Gemma Reinkraut
Andy Sabol

Spring Cleaning and
Our Clothing Shed
Every year when Spring would roll
around, my mother would go through the
entire house doing her spring cleaning.
No drawer, closet or cupboard was left untouched by her desire to weed out what
clothing didn’t fit us anymore, what was
no longer useful such as certain linens
etc., and to clean and organize everything
in sight!

Every job has a purpose.

Now that many people are staying at
home because of the pandemic, it might
give some of us the opportunity to do
some spring cleaning of our own. Please
remember to donate your good, clean
used clothing and linens to our St. Pauly
Textile Inc. collection shed. St. Pauly’s
goal is to get useable clothing to people
and organizations that can use it in the
United States and in developing countries.
They also collect useable shoes, sneakers, purses, belts, blankets and drapes.
NO HOUSEHOLD ITEMS ARE ACCEPTED. St. Andrew’s also benefits as St.
Pauly Textile Inc. will pay us for each
pound donated.

Those who do each are important to the fabric of
our society.
All are important.
The pandemic helps us see that
more clearly than ever.
Respect everyone.
Love everyone.
Thank everyone for what they
do!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Well, there’s not a lot to say about the fu- are helpful as I'll be sending out more on a
ture of the current Sunday School year regular basis. Enjoy!
right now. Given the COVID-19 situation,
all of the plans for the year have obviously
changed. If Sunday School is able to resume, the following dates were set up:

Sunday, June 7–
Harvest Sunday
Sunday, June 21–
SS Awards Sunday

The Muller family showing their Palm craft.

At this point in time, it is doubtful that
these events will take place but one never In thinking about the next school year, we
knows so I included them.
are always looking for more people to join
our Sunday School staff so please consider volunteering as a teacher, helper, etc.
Sunday School Awards will likely be post- We'd love to have you!
poned until the fall. And First Communion
for the 4th graders, which was originally
planned for April, will also be postponed As always, please let me know if you have
until a later date. We will keep you updat- any questions or suggestions. You can
reach me via phone at 914-715-9546 or
ed as to any changes.
by e-mail at epting.susan@gmail.com..
As for the Lenten boxes, please hold on to
them and a decision will be made when Take care of yourselves and your families
and stay safe and healthy! Hope to see
we are able to return to church.
you all soon!

I hope the children have enjoyed some of
the crafts and puzzles that I have been emailing over the past month. Although we
are unable to be together, it’s important
that we continue to help the children grow
in their faith, especially during this difficult
time when they likely have many questions about what is happening in their
world. Please let me know if the activities

God Bless,
Sue Epting
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Getting to Know Our Council

Our church council is an amazing group of
people. The council forms the leadership
of the church. Each month we meet
(virtually as of late) to review past activities, to plan and brainstorm for the future,
to pray, to dream about what and where
God is calling St. Andrew’s as a community. Here is a snap shot of some of our
council members. Next month we will
share on some other folks on council.
Dale Sharp
He sings in the
choir and helps
put together the
“Battle of Yorktown” outreach
project. He retired about 5
years ago and
joined council to
start giving back
to his community.
I didn’t know Dale was also a coin collector and a chess master. Music, Scripture
reading and prayer fuel Dale’s faith. He .
has been inspired by God’s greatness by
visiting German churches where JS Bach
played and composed. He loves to get out
in nature and has stood in awe at the
grandeur of the Grand Canyon and Niagara Falls.
Linda Bohlk, Council President
Hello, Yorktown Heights!
Ted and I arrived here with our two
young children in January 1980. The
neighbor across the street from us invited us to her church, St. Andrew’s, and
we have made St. Andrew’s our
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church home ever since. We were
warmly welcomed and felt a part of the
church right away and still feel content
with God having led us here. Ted was
“born and raised” Lutheran. I was not
and had to attend Pastor Robert Johnson’s classes in order to become a
member. Our children attended Sunday School and were confirmed here.
Ted and I have been blessed with our
children, their spouses, and four beautiful grandchildren.

The various pastors and people of St.
Andrew’s have always helped guide me
on my faith journey. St. Andrew’s continues to nourish my faith and although I
have been actively involved in this
church since the beginning, nothing has
helped to invigorate my faith as much as
serving on Council and getting to know
people better and to understand how important each volunteer position is to the
workings of St. Andrew’s and its mission.
I am inspired by so many people and
their sincere dedication to God, to our
church and to loving and caring for others. Everyone has a gift or talent to
share.

(Cont.) I pray for St. Andrew’s to grow not
only by its number of congregants, but to
also grow by each member continuing to
understand more fully what it means to be
a disciple of Jesus and to carry out our
mission to change lives by following him.
I trust God, thank Him for our many blessings and even thank Him for the low
points where I have needed Him to sustain me. I constantly seek His guidance
through prayer, His Word, and worshipping Him whether it is in the physical
church, or more recently with everyone in
our virtual church. I am in awe of God’s
creation each and every day!

Judith Hung is currently our Vice President. She is married to Luke, together
they have two kids Caden and Kayleigh.
Judith has had a fascinating faith walk,
going up in the Republic of Ireland whose
family was part of a small Anglican community. Life within the protestant minority
group has fueled her life work of service
to others, specifically those who are differently abled. Judith became a council
member fairly early after coming to St. Andrew’s when she was asked, she recalls
considering how much her family had
benefited from this community and how
she wanted to give back and learn more
about this church. She particularly loves
how much we do in service to others,
through food drives for the holidays, holiday gifts, Jan Peak, Mini church, mission
trips and Sunday school.
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St. Andrew’s has been blessed by Judith and her passions. She shows up
whenever there is a community action
moment, often with her entire family
and sometimes even with the Girl
Scout troop she helps lead. She truly
feels passionate about giving back to
the community and invites you and
your family to join in the work. When
we all work together, we are often more
blessed ourselves than we ever expected.
Judith was able to share her homeland with family. They visited the
Giants Causeway on the Antrim
coast. Even though she has see it
many times it was amazing to witness her children being captivated
by God’s creation in this beautiful
part of the world.

Behind the Scenes
In the Pandemic

Within my group of high school friends you
would be hard-pressed to find any academic overachievers. We weren’t any
teachers best students. Most of my peer
took a class called “Library Science” a well
known blow off class, I instead took
“Technical Theater.” While my peers spent
an hour reading magazines I helped to
build sets for the school plays. Little did I
ever think those skills would come into
use in ministry. During the shut down we
have been gathering for worship using
Zoom. For Easter I wanted to make our
celebration as special as possible. Sarah
and I picked flowers from the church yard,
I cut branches off our flowering trees
(which bloomed for one week exactly
overlapping with Easter) and we got to
work on the Easter “production.” Here are
a couple of behind the scenes pictures,
what you can’t see on our worship service
videos. I’m glad the Fire Marshall didn’t
come by.
Regardless of how we worship,
Christ has Risen INDEED!
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CELEBRATIONS

2
2
2
2
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
9
10
11

Marcello Orlando
Julia Ferone
Gianna Gagliano
William Gagliano
Colin Herbst
Jake Letizia
Judith Gordon
Scott Peragine
RJ Lyman
James Orlando Jr.
Julie Shelley
Joseph Volpato
Michael Wheeler
Stephanie Ready

11
12
12
12
14
15
16
17
18
18
19
20
20
20

Sabrina Justo
Lawrence Labriola
Amanda Ruzicka
Elizabeth Miller
Tracy Blechner
Michelle Difini
Karen DosSantos
Chuck Farrell
Jeanette Mayer
Lyndsey Knapp
Thomas Tillistrand
Javon Jackson
Dana Grutzmacher
Payton Kuhn

May Anniversaries
2
5
9
17
18
21
28
28
29

22
23
23
24
24
25
25
25
26
27
30
30
30
31

Casey Reynolds
Steven Snow
Mark Holodak
Tyler Campobasso
Mathias Anderson
Sunny Jo Turner
Kristian Kallesten
John Fox
Scott Reinkraut
Dominick Morabito
Judith Hung
Alexandra Santora
Matthew Ascher
Aidan Coletta

April (got left off the list)

Katherine & Robert Heckett
Elena & Rudy Bergstrom
Susan & David Hamm
Sherri & Robert Headley
Sonja & Angelo Letizia
Rhonda & Cary Robinson
Lorraine & Paul Miller
Sarah & Dave Dockweiler
Linda & Ted Bohlk

23
24
24
28
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Judith & Luke Hung
Evelyn & Herbert Mocbeichel
Janis & Donald Zaeh
Emily & Stephen Small

A Prayer for my Mom
Dear Father up in heaven,
Bless my mother here on earth. You gave my spirit
earthly like. My mother gave me birth. She follows
in Your footsteps, her heart is full of love. Please
keep her in Your loving care and bless her from
above.

You have been a
beautiful example
of God’s love.
Proverbs 31
14

MESSAGE May 2020
Messages are posted on our website http://standrewsyorktown.com/
under the Newsletter tab.

We Are Family

63 Years Serving Christ

SUNDAY WORSHIP with Holy Communion - 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL (age 3 – 7th grade) – 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dave Dockweiler, Pastor
Margy Tillistrand, Music Director
Linda Bohlk, President

Judith Bailey-Hung, Vice President
Sarah Dockweiler, Office Secretary
The Church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
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