ST. ANDREW’S MESSAGE

Our Mission Statement – “Inspiring Change by following Jesus”
St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Phone: 914-962-9564
Email: saint.andrew@verizon.net Website: www.standrewsyorktown.com
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Two Services Every Sunday
8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
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Happy New Year – Office closed
Harvest Sunday
Outreach meeting 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Class 6:30 p.m.
Service Group 10:00 a.m.
Youth Ice Skating 7:30 p.m.
Youth Snowtubing 9:00 a.m.
Remove Christmas Decorations
Confirmation Class 6:30 p.m.
Council Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Jan Peek
Confirmation Class 6:30 p.m.

Your Prayers are requested for those:
In Need
Daniel King

Warren Ludvigsen

Hospitalized or recuperating
Kitty Badalamenti
Joseph Knapp Sr

Anne Latino
Robin Muller

Nicole Safron
Steve Scalzi

Gemma Small

Wrestling with long-term health issues
Massimo Berardelli
Bill & Joan Borkowsky
Nancy Calandra
Alessandro Cuniberti

Debbie Dubois
Doug Dubois
Joanna Falcone
Judy Gordon

Vivian Hyde
Tony Susi
Mary Kay McNamee Brad Wheeler
Helen O’Brien
Lisa Wheeler
Edith Raspuzzi

Facing life’s challenges
Adama Bamba
Alyssa Billingsley

Devon Crispell
Paul Kristoffersen
Mark Graff, Jr. & Family The Small Family

Tom Tillistrand

Mourning the passing of
Myrtle Pritz
Doug Manookian
Ernest Piermarini
Helen Kreiman
Brian Irving
Ed Wohlrab

Michael Galea
Karen Haaland-Weyand
Edward V. Rohle
Lazzaro Peter Pellegri
Donna Scimia
Henry Kulick

Gregorio Guerra
Deniece Clancy
Phil C. Novak
Cherelle Browning
Willie Quas

Jean Farrell
Gjina Bujaj
John Gordon
Mark Graff
David Diehl

Restricted to home/nursing facilities
Ed Gavard

Norlene McAuliffe

Mary Shepard

Serving in the Armed Forces
Randy Bacon
Daniel Bendetti
Brandon Cintron
Paul Fosse Jr.

Gregory Gonzalez
Kenneth Holman
Michael Lawless

Anthony Lawrence
Randal Middleton
Will O’Brien

Bishop

Michael J. Tillistrand
Alex Wood
Jayson Zuluaga

Please fill out a Prayer Request Card
(found in the pew holders) to place
someone on or remove someone
from the Prayer List and bring it to
the office or put it in the offering
plate or call or email the office.

Rev. Paul Egensteiner

Our Missionaries

Thank you.

Dr. Stephen J. and Jodi Swanson
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
As we begin a new year, I can’t
help but be grateful for all that God has
been doing through the people of St. Andrew’s church. To list everything we have
accomplished would be impossible, because I consistently hear about God
working through people just like you, long
after the act. Our job is to encourage one
another towards work for Jesus. My
friends, well done good and faithful servants! We’ve gone out into the community
in new ways, we have raised funds and
fixed broken things, we have broken
bread and shared meals, we have welcomed new members and tried new
things. It has been a great year.

My favorite Psalm is 46. I love it because it contains a verse that is so simple and profound. 46:10 reads “‘Be still,
and know that I am God! I am exalted
among the nations, I am exalted in the
earth.’” I dream of more times when I
can simply “be still and know God.” I
pray that you have had moments when
you have simply known God. Our world
is so loud (both visually and audibly)
that it is hard to get ourselves to “be
still.” Yet there are moments when I can
simply feel the presence of God. A bit of
a shiver down my spine to remind me
that God is here, with us through thick
and thin.

I wish I could tell you that things will
continue this way or warn us of dangers
ahead. But I am no psychic. As your pastor, I can’t tell you what the future holds
for our community. I can assure you that
no matter what comes our way, we will
meet blessings and challenges together
and be surrounded by the presence of
God. There is nothing that we need to
fear. So we will continue making plans to
take the good news of God’s love outside
the four walls of our church building. We
will continue creating events which you
will be glad to invite others. We will continue to push each other towards ever
greater acts of love. For in doing so, we
feel the closeness of God.

As we begin this next calendar year
together, my hope is simply that you
know that God is near. That we can
slow ourselves down and recognize the
gifts of each other. Loving one another,
sharing our gifts and pushing each other
to great acts of love. This is what we are
called to go, gathered and prepared for
and sent out into the world with each
other to do. May God bless St. Andrew’s
church through YOU, and may God
bless the world through YOU.
See you on Sunday, Pastor Dave
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CHURCH COUNCIL

December Meeting Highlights


A preliminary budget for 2020 was reviewed.



The Council bake sale netted $400 which
bought Walmart gift cards for the residents of
the Jan Peek Homeless Shelter. We thank everyone for their support!



Mark Sunday, January 12, 2020 on your calendar! That will be the day designated to take
down and lovingly store all Christmas decorations! Everyone is invited!



Strong, reusable shopping bags with St. Andrew’s new logo and mission statement will be
sold. These bags are an ecofriendly alternative
to single use plastic bags. Proceeds will benefit
our Capital Improvement Fund.
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Pastor
Dave Dockweiler
Council Members
Linda Bohlk - President
Judith Bailey-Hung -V Pres.
Rita Nehmzow -Secretary
David Hamm -Treasurer
Tim Clark
Dominic Justo
Kristine Kallesten
Dora Morabito
Lynn Parliman
Steve Scalzi
Dale Sharp
Financial Secretary
Margaret Hauck
Nominating Committee
Kathy DeMaio
Sue Epting
Rob Granfors
Carol Holodak
Judy Jakubik
Gemma Reinkraut
Andy Sabol

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
One of the highlights of the year took
place on December 15 when the Sunday School presented the annual
Christmas pageant. The children successfully brought “The Power of the
King” to life for the congregation! This
humorous play reminded the children
and the audience of what Christmas is
really about and the children showed
great enthusiasm as they danced
around and serenaded the congregation with the songs. The pageant was
followed by the birthday party for Jesus where everyone enjoyed some delicious cake.

The following are some important dates to
keep in mind for January:
Jan. 5 – Sunday School resumes and
Harvest Sunday
Feb. 2 – Harvest Sunday

If your child’s box of offering envelopes is
depleted, please contact me and I will
provide you with a new box. These are
not dated so they can be used in successive years until finished.
We are always looking for more people to
join our Sunday School staff so please
consider volunteering as a teacher, helper, etc. We'd love to have you!

Many thanks to all who helped to make
the pageant a success!
Special
thanks to Margy for help with the music, to Cyndi Clark for helping the kids
with the script, to Pastor Dave for being the sound engineer and for his
support of the Sunday School program, to Kathy DeMaio for setting up
the birthday party, and especially to all
of the Sunday School teachers who
gave up lesson time for over a month
and for working with the children as we
prepared for the pageant. A final big
thank-you goes to the parents for sharing your children with us every week
and to the congregation for unwavering support.

As always, please let us know if you have
any questions or suggestions. You can
reach me via phone at 914-715-9546 or
by e-mail at epting.susan@gmail.com.
Looking forward to seeing you all each
Sunday! Hope everyone has a Happy,
Healthy, and Blessed New Year!
God Bless, Sue Epting

5

YOUTH

JANUARY

Winter Weekend
• Ice Skating at Bear Mountain
Friday, January 10
7:30 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Snowtubing at
Campgaw Mahwah, NJ
Saturday, January 11
9:00 a.m. -2:00.p.m.
•

FEBRUARY
•

•

•

Valentine’s Day Dance
Saturday, February 15
7:00-10:00 p.m.

Marriage Sunday Bake Sale
Sunday, February 16
9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

JR & SR High Retreat to Crossroads Camp
in Port Murray, NJ
February 28- March 1
($135 per person)
(Sign up by January 15)
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HAPPENINGS
Blessing the New Playground
With a little bit of sleet and snow
in the air on December 1, Pastor Dave
blessed our newly installed playground.
We pray that this playground will be enjoyed by the children who use our facilities for church, school, and scouts for
many years to come! The generosity of
our congregants, people associated
with OMS, and a Synod grant made this
awesome play area a reality.
The playground came in on time
and at budget. Play World Systems supplied and installed the equipment for the
cost of $32,460. Of that, $10,000 came
from our congregation. A synod grant,
funds from OMS and many generous
members of the church, OMS parents
and outsiders helped to fill in the remaining funds.
As a reflection of their generosity in
this project, our playground will named in
Memory of Henry and Dorothy Kulick and
Peter Hauck. Their names will be emblazon on benches that will be installed in
the spring. It is likely that the fence will
need to be replaced
in
the
spring as well. I
have been so impressed with all
the contributions,
the work of council
and many others
to help make this
project a reality.
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Decorating For Christmas

The weather reports for Sunday, December 1,
our “Decorate the Church Inside and Outside
Day,” were a bit ominous.
So, Pastor Dave
sent an email to all
asking for help to
decorate on Saturday before the ice
and snow arrived.
The response was
terrific as pictured
here.
Despite the inclement weather on
Sunday, the tree in
the narthex was adorned and the figures for the
Nativity by the road were put in place.
Afterwards, two pots of steaming chili made by
Sarah were enjoyed by all! A hearty thank you
to everyone who helped light up St. Andrew’s to
celebrate the birth of Jesus!
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Outreach and Service
Jan Peek Outreach
Once again, members of our congregation have been so
giving and generous
for the homeless in
our community. A HUGE thank
you to Robin Farrell and Lorraine
and Paul Miller for helping to prepare and serve a delicious meal
at the Jan Peek Homeless Shelter in Peekskill. The residents
feasted on ham, macaroni and
cheese, green beans and
rolls.
Many second helpings
were handed out and the residents raved about the food. We
were also able to give the 25 residents $20 gift cards to Walmart
from St. Andrew's thanks to your
generosity at the Council Bake
Sale.
Also, a BIG thank you to Kitty
Badalamenti for crocheting hats
and scarves for the residents. They were MOST appreciative for all we do, as am
I. Wishing all a Happy New Year
and a 2020 filled with happiness
and good health!
Kathy DeMaio, Coordinator

Service Group

The Service Group were busy little elves
this month! We coordinated the Holiday
Angels Program for a family in Yorktown
and delivered over 60 gifts to a Social
Worker at one of the Elementary Schools
in Yorktown.

We also refreshed the sanctuary with envelopes and communion cards and started
preparing for our Outreach to Lutheran
World Relief.

We meet the first Wednesday of every
month and would LOVE to see some new
faces. It warms the heart to reach out to
those less fortunate. Stop and chat with
Rita or Kathy if you want to help us
out! We would love to grow. Wishing all
our St. Andrew's friends a Very Happy
New Year and a 2020 filled with love, happiness and good health!
Kathy DeMaio and Rita Nehmzow
Coordinators
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Letter from Our Bishop
ANOTHER CHRISTMAS

Grace to you and peace from the
God of love, God-with-us.
I’m curious. How do those words
“Another Christmas” sound to you? Do they
express excitement or resignation, joy or
grief? Are they words of hope and trust or
words of weariness? Do they say, “Yes! Another Christmas!!” or “Whatever. (Just) Another Christmas.”?
I’m not even sure what they meant
when they came to mind as I pondered this
message. I suppose, to be honest, they express both loss and a certain weariness as
well as joy and faith. Another Christmas
without my dad, who died over four years
ago and who loved Christmas. Another
Christmas without people acknowledging
the Prince of Peace and our common humanity so that we continue to divide and
fight and separate rather than uniting and
doing the things that make for peace. Another Christmas that doesn’t look all that
different from last Christmas on a global
scale. Maybe even on the level of family or
personal life. Just another Christmas. Same
old same old.
Or is it another Christmas and we’re
thankful to be alive? Maybe you look back
on the year that is passing in these winter
days and see how much you have been
through and survived, by the grace of God,
as a new year begins to lighten the horizon.
Maybe this is another Christmas that looks
nothing like the one when you were five and
all you wanted was a Zeroid robot and got a
new TV for the family instead. (OK, that’s
my story.) You look at the ever-changing
constellation of family and friends gathered
around—at home, in church, in your life—
and you are amazed at how much has
changed, how much you have changed.
And yet there are those anchor people, in
person or memory, who inspire you to appreciate the changes in the midst of the unchanging nature of their legacy and love.
It’s another Christmas to give thanks and to
realize how blessed you are, despite the
changes and chances of life.

Another Christmas and another reminder of
God’s awesome commitment and selfgiving to this insanely broken and beautiful
human family. For me, without this faith perspective, without “Christ” in Christmas, it is
neither a day/season of weariness or wonder. It’s just a day. The 25th of December,
five days from the end of just another year.
But with an awareness deep in our
souls of this baby we call Immanuel, this
amazing, surprising, walking-with-us God,
there is nothing common about this holy
day. It takes our breath away that God
would do this, would love us this much. And
this is just the beginning. God in Christ isn’t
getting away from the pressures of heaven
to take a vacation on earth. This is a real
indwelling, even unto death.
And life again.
That’s the promise of Christmas. Somehow,
in ways that we will only fully understand in
that heavenly home, this changes everything. Everything! Even us.
“Behold, I do a new thing,” says God, “Do
you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43) We do, beyond words. Somehow, in the deepest
place of this holy day, we perceive it—a
stirring in our souls, a hope beyond reason,
a confidence in this mystery, in the assembly as we sing familiar songs that speak of
something new and life-giving beneath the
familiar and ordinary, in thousands of imperceptible yet transformative ways. We
know.
There is never…
just
another
Christmas.
Each one holds within it the promise and
the presence of the holy and reminds us of
the holiness within is.
Blessed Christmas, my dear ones in Christ.
In us, through us, for us, God has done it
again. So that we may live this grace for the
sake of the world.
Yours in the Incarnate Christ,
+ Bishop Egensteiner
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CELEBRATIONS

1
3
5
6
7
8
12
12
13
13
14
15
16
16
16

Chau Vo
Brendan Golden
Stephen Small
Erika Flemmig
Mark Dos Santos
Jack Hoffman
Emily Van Tongeren
Rebecca Tally
Chris Thomas
Meredith Zaeh
Jennifer Dary
Julia Brisson
Diane Peragine
Amy Knapp
Tyler Olli

18
18
18
19
19
19
19
19
21
23
27
27
28
28
30
31

Trisha Tally
Bryan Poellot
Jack Ferone
Rita Nehmzow
Clare Santora
Patrick Lancellotti
Sabriel Leahy
Samantha Angevine
Alyssa Kozloski
Brandon Guerra
Judy Jakubik
Alex Garcia
Giancarlo Cuniberti
Vanessa Van Tongeren
Lorraine Miller
Matthew Semenza

Linda & Dan Greco

1/9

Lynn & Peter Parliman

1/11
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MESSAGE January 2020
Messages are posted on our website http://standrewsyorktown.com/
under the Newsletter tab.

We Are Family

63 Years Serving Christ

SUNDAY WORSHIP with Holy Communion - 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL (age 3 – 7th grade) – 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dave Dockweiler, Pastor

Margy Tillistrand, Music Director
Linda Bohlk, President
Judith Bailey-Hung, Vice President
Sarah Dockweiler, Office Secretary
The Church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
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